To <name member EP>

European Parliament

Wiertzstraat 60

1047 Brussels

Date

About: Written declaration P6_DCL(2004)0048 on noise nuisance caused by night flights

Dear < name MEP >, 

More then 10 million inhabitants of the EU suffer from severe noise nuisance and sleep disturbance caused by night flights. This sleep disturbance causes different health problems for the citizens living around airports in Europe. Survey by the World Health Organisation gave abundant evidence on the link between night flights and higher level of blood pressure. A study by Gent University showed that noise stress from Zaventem Airport (Brussels) was related to 200 premature deaths each year. Other international surveys showed that night flights are responsible for higher stress levels, cardiac and vascular diseases, learning disability’s for children… As a citizen living around the airport off < name airport >, I can fully confirm this situation. Every night I suffer from severe noise nuisance of night flights. This situation is no longer bearable! < describe here your personal problems >

I’m convinced that a durable solution for the problem of night flights can only be made at the European level. Airlines are exploiting the lack of European legislation to play off airports and Member States against one another. If decisions to ban or reduce night flights are taken at national or regional level, there is always a risk of competition between airports to the prejudice of residents in the affected areas. If decisions to ban or reduce night flights are taken at the European level, all airports in the EU are equal before the law. All airports will have to change to a day regime, without distortion of competition. 

To create a solution for night flights on the European level, a written declaration was introduced in the EP (P6_DCL(2004)0048 on noise nuisance caused by night flights, Bart Staes and Pierre Jonckheer). With this letter, I urge you to sign this written declaration. If this declaration is accepted, this will be a first step towards a sustainable solution for night flights in Europe. This declaration calls on the Commission to submit a legislative proposal by the end of 2005 with a view to reducing the nuisance caused by aircraft noise between 11 p.m. and 7 a.m. to the absolute minimum. I am sure that you support this position. 

The written declaration can be signed until 15/02/2005.  

Sign now! 

Best regards,  

Name and address

Signature
